[Does tissue perfusion after free microvascular tissue transplantation stay autonomous?].
In a prospective study including 60 patients after free latissimus dorsi transfer (FLDT) to the lower leg, we found persistence of pedicle blood flow up to 10 years postoperatively. After uncomplicated FLDT the pedicle supported the flap in all cases, whereas after complicated FLDT (hematoma, thrombosis, infection) we found only 50% of all flaps autonomously perfused by the vascular pedicle.